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| STANDING RULES 


FOR CONDUCTING BU: INESS IN TILE 


TOTS OF KREPRESMNCATIVAS. 


OF THE DUTY OF THE SPEAKER. 


1. He shall take the chair every day precisely at the hour 
to which the house shall have adjourned on the preceding day: 
shall immediately call the members iè order; and, on the ap- 
pearance o, à quoram, shall cause the jour val of the preceding 
day to he read. 

3. He shall preserve order ond decorum: may speak to 
poinis of order in pre Creme in ler members, rising fom his 
seat for that purposes and 4l udi d.d. qeesdons of order, suh- 
jeci io an appeal te fhe house by an» ave n merr; on which 
appeal ho meuhec shell speak move Man ere dale by leave 
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9. When any motion or proposition is made, the question 
<“ Will the house now consider it?” shall not be put, unless it is 
demanded by -some member, or is deemed necessary by the 
speaker. 

6. The speaker shall examine and correct the journal 
before it is read: he shall have a general direction of the hall: 
he shall have a right to name any member to perform the du- 
ties of the chair; but such substitution shall not extend beyond 
an adjournment. 5 

Ye All committees shall be appointed by the speaker, un- 
less ọtherwise specially directed by the house; in which case 
they shall be appointed by ballot, and if, upon such ballot, the 
member required shall not be elected by a majority of the votes 
given, the house shall proceed to a second ballot, in which a 
plurality of votes shall prevail; and, in case a greater number 
than is required to compose or complete a. committee, shall have 
an equal number of votes, the house shall proceed to a further 
ballot or ballots. . 

8. In all other cases of baliot than for committees, a ma- 
jority of the votes giveu shall be necessary to an election; and 
where there shall not be such a majority on the first ballot, the 
ballot shall be repeated until a majority be obtained. 

9. In all cases of ballot by the house, the speaker shall 
vote; in other cases he shall not vote, unless the house be equally 
divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minority, will make 
the division equal; and in case of such equal division, the ques- 
tion shall be lost. 

10. In all cases where other than members of the house 
may be eligible to an office by the election of the house, there 
shall be a previous nomination. 

11. All acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall be 
signed by the speaker; and all writs, warrants, and subpcenas, 
issued by order of the house, shall be under his hand and seal, 
attested by the clerk. 

12. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in 
the galleries or lobby, the speaker (a chairman of the committee 
of the whole house) shall have power to order the same to be 
cleared. ۱ 

13. Stenographers, wishing to take down the debates, 
may be admitted by the speaker, who shall assign such places 
io them on the floor or elsewhere, to effect their object, as shall 
not interfere with the convenience of the house. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE DAY. 


14. As soon as the journal is read, the speaker shall call 
for petitions; the petitions having been presented and disposed 
of, reporis—first from the standing and then from the select 
committees, shall be called for and disposed of. Resolutions 
shall then be called for in the same order and disposed of by the 
same rules which apply to petitions. 

15. After petitions, reports from committees, and resolu- 
tions are gone through with, it shall be in order to entertain a 
motion, that the house do now proceed to dispose of the busi- 
ness on the speaker’s table, and to the order of the day, which, 
being decided in the affirmative, the speaker shall dispose of the 
bills, messages, and communications on his table, and then pro- 


ceed to call the orders of the day, 


OF DECORUM AND DEBATE 


16. The business specified in the two preceding rules shall 
be done at no ather part of the day, except by permission of 
the house. 

17. When any member is about to speak in debate, or de- 
liver any matter to the house, he shall rise from his seat, and 
respectfully address himself to “Mr. Speaker," and shall confine 
himself to the question under debate, and avoid personality. 

18. Hany member, in speaking or otherwise, transgress 
the rules of the house, the speaker shall, or any member.may 
call to order, shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to ex- 
plain; and the house shall, if appealed to, decide on the case, 
but without debate: if there be no appeal, the decision of the 
chair shall be submitted to. If the decision be in favor of the 
member called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed; if 
otherwise, he shall not be permitted to proceed without leave 
of the house; and if the’ case require it, he shall be liable to the 
censure of the house. 

19. When two or more members happen to rise at once, 
the speaker shall name the member who is frst to speak. ». — - 

20. No member shall speak more than twice to the sanie 
question, without leave of the house, nor more than once until 
eyery member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

21. If aquestion pending. be lost by adjournment of the 
house, and revived on the succeeding day, no member, who shall 
have spoken twice on the preceding day, shall be permitted 
again to speak without leave. 


22. Whilst the speaker is putting any question, or address» 
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ing the house. none shall we alk ont of or across the house; nor 
in such case, when a member is speaking „shall entercain primate 
discourse: nor whilst a m.tuhorids speaking shall pass benveen 
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63. All amendments made toa report committed to a 
committee of the whole house shall be noted and reported, as 
in case of bills. 

64. All questions, whether in committee or in the house, 
shall be propounded’ in the order in which they were made, 
except that, in filling up blanks, the laigest sum and longest 
time shall be first put. . 

65. No sum or quanium of tax or duly, voted by a com- 
mittee of the whole house, shall bo increased in the house until 
the motion or proposition for such increase shall be first. discus- 
sed and voted in a committee of the whole house, and so in res- 
pect to the time of its continuance. 

66. The rules of procecdings in the house shall be obser- 
ved in a committce of the whole house, so far as they may be 


applicable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking, but - 


no member shall speak twice to any question, until every member 
choosing to speak shall have spoken. . 

67. No standing rule or order of the house shall be re- 
scinded or changed without one days notice being given of the 
motion therefor. Nor shall any rule be suspended, except by a 
vote of at least two thids of the members present, Nor shall 
the order of business, ax established by the rules of the house, 
be postponed or changed, except by a vote of ai least two-thirds 
of the members present. 

GS. K shall be in order for the commiliee on enrolled 
bills to report at any ün.c. 
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74. All questions of order shall be noted by the clerk, 
with the decision, and put together at the end of the journal of 
every session. ۱ 

75. Whenever confidential commünications are received 
from the president of the republic of Texas, the house shall be 
cleared of all persons except the members, clerk, reporter, ser- 
geant-at-arms, and door-keeper; and so continue during the 
reading of such communications, and (unless otherwise directed 
by the house) during all debates and proceedings to be had 
thereon. And when the speaker, or any other member, shall 
inform the house that he has communications to make, which he 


conceives ought to be kept secret, the house shall in like manner - 


be cleared, till the communication be made; the house shall then 
determine whether the matter communicated require secrecy or 
not, and take order accordingly. 

76. The sergeant-at-arms and the door-keeper shall be 
sworn to keep the secrets of the house. 

77. Al} questions relating to the priority of business to be 
acted on shall be decided without debate. 


JOINT RULES AND ORDERS OF THE TWO HOUSES. 


l. In every case of an amendment of a bill agreed to in 
one house, and dissented to in the other, if either house shall 
request a conference, and appoint a committee for that purpose, 
and the other house shall also appoint a committee to confer, 
such eommittec shall, at a convenient hour, to be agreed on by 
their chairman, meet ia the conference chamber, and state to 
each other verbally or in writing, as either shall choose, the 
reasons of their respective houses for and against the amend- 
ment, and confer freely thereon. 

2. When a message shall be sent from the senate to the 
house of representatives, it shall be announced at the door of 
the house by the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully commu- 
nicated to the chair, by the person by whom it may be sent. 

9. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message 
shall be sent from the house of representatives to the senate. 

4. Messages shall be sent by such persons as a sense of 
propriety in each house may determine to be proper. 

9. While bills are on their passage between the two 
houses, they shall be on paper, and under the signature of the 
secretary or clerk of each house respectively. 

6. After a bill shall have passed both houses, it shall be 
duly enrolled on paper by the clerk of the house of representa- 
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tives or the seeretary of the senate, as the bill may have origin- 
ated in the one or the other house, before it shail be presented 
to the president of the republic of Texas. 

7. When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined by a 
joint committee of two from the senate, and two from the house 
of representatives, appointed as a standing committee for that 
purpose, who shall carefully compare the enrolment with the 
engrossed bills as passed ia the houses, and correcting any errors 
that may be discovered ir the enrolled bills—meke their report 
forthwith to the respective houses. 

& After examination and report, each bill shall be signed 
in the respective houses. frst by the speaker of the honse of 
representatives, then by tre president of the senate. 

D. After a bill shell hove been thus signed in each house, 
it shail be presented by ise said committees to the president of 
the republic of Texas for bis approbation, it being first endorsed 
on the back of the roll, ccztyinz in which house the same ori- 
ginated; which endorsement sheli be signed by the seerctary or 
clerk, (as the case may be.’ a? the house in which the same did 
originate, and shall be entered on the journal of each house. 
The said committe: shal! revert the day of presentation to the 
president, which tie. shall aiso ho carefully entered on the jour- 
nal of each house. 

10. AR orders, resclu'ions and votes which are to be pre- 
sented to the president cf the republic of Texas for his appro- 
bation, shall also in the same manner, be previously enrolled, 
examined, and signed, and shall be presented in the sime man- 
ner, ond by the same committee, as provided in the cases of bills. 

li. When the senate and house or representatives shall 
judge it proper to make a joint address te the president, it shall 
be presented to him in Lis audience chamber, by tne president 
of the senate, in the presence of ihe speaker and both houses, 

12, When a bill or resolution which shall have passed in 
one house, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given 
to the house in which the same mav have passed. 

13. Wher a bili er resolution, which has been passed in 
one house, is rejected in the other, itis not brought in daring the 
same session, without c notice of ten days, and leave of two- 
thirds of that house in which it shall be renewed. 

14. Each house transmits to iie other all papers on which 
any bill or resolution shail he founded. 

15. After each house shall haye adhered io their disagree- 
ment, a bill or resoiution is lost. 
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I6, No hill er resolution that shall have passed the house 
of representatives and the senate, shail be presented to the pre- | 
«ident of the republic for bis approbation on the last day of the 


session. 


lig. oy Ws which hey da ssed one house are ordered 
to be nrinted in the other, a greater number of copies shall not 


be printed than may be necessary fo athe use of the house mak- 
iag the order 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


3 
* 


We, the People of Texas, in order to form a Government, 
establish justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide fer the 
common defence and general welfare, and to secure the blessings 
of Ebeviy to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution. 

ARTICLE L 

Secrion. l. The powers of this Government shall be di- 
vided into three departmenis, viz: Legislative, Executive and 
Judicial, which shall remain forever separate and distinct, — ' 

Sec. 29. The Legislative power shall be vested in a Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, to be styled The Congress 
of the Republic of Texas 

Sec. 9. The members of ihe House of Representatives 
shall be chosen annually, dm the first Monday of September 
each year, until Congress shall otherwise provide by Jaw,-and 
shall hold their offices one year from the date of their election. 

Sec. d. No person shall be eligible to a seat in the House 

“of Representatives until he shall have attained the age of twen- 
ty five years, shall be a citizen of the Republic, and shall have 
resided iu the county cr district six months next preceding his 
election. 

Seo. 5. Fhe Houso of Representatives shall not consist 
of less than twenty-four, nor more than forty members, until the 
population shall emeant to one hundred thousand souls, after 
which fimo the whole number of Representatives shall not be 


io 


less than forty nor more than one hundred: Provide, however, 
that each county shall be entitled to at least one Representa- 
tive. 

See. 6. The House of Representatives shall choose their 
speaker and other officers, and shall have the sole power of im- 
peachment. 

Src. 7. The Senators shall be rhosen by districts, as 
nearly equal in free population (frec ncgrocs and Indians excep- 
ted) as practicable, and the number of Senators shall never be 
less than one-third nor more than one-half the number of Repre- 
sentatives, and each district shall be entitled to one member and 
no inore. 

Sec. 8, "The Senators shall be chosen for the term of three 
years, on the first Monday in September, shell be citizens of the 
Republic, reside in the district for which they are respectively 
chosen atleast one year before the election, and shall have at. 
tained the age of thirty years. 

Sec. 0. At the first session of Congress after the adoption 
of this Constitution, the Senators shall be divided by lot into 
three classes, as nearly equal as practicable; the seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the end of the first 
year, of the second class at the end of the second year, the third 
class at the end of the third year, in such a manner that one- 
third shall be chosen each year thereafter, 

Sec. 10.' The Vice President of the Republic shall be 
President of the Senate, but shall not vote on any question, un- 
less the Senate be equally divided. — - 

Sec. ll. The Nenate shall choose all other officers of their 
body, and a President pro tempore. in the absence of the Vice 
President, or whenever he shall exercise the office of Presidents 
shall have the sole power to try impeachments, and when sitting 
as a court of impeachment, shall be under oath; but no convic- 
tion shall take place without the concurrence of two-thirds ofall 
the members present. 

Sec. 12. Judgment in cases ofimpeachment shall only ex- 
tend to romoval from office, and disqualification to hold any of 
fice of honor. trust, or profit under this Government; but the 
party shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, judgment 
and punishment, according to law. 

Sec. 13- Each House shail be the judge of ihe elections, 
qualifications and returns of its own members. Two-thirds of 
each House shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smal 
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ler number may adjourn from day to day and may compel thé 
attendance of absent members. 

Src. ld. Hach House may determine the rules of/its own 
proceedings, punish its members for disorderly behaviour, and 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, may expel a member, but 
not a second time for the same offence. 

Sro, 15. , Senators and Representatives shal receive a 
compensation for their services, to be ixed by law, but no in- 
crease of corapenseiion, or diminution, shall take effect during 
the session at which such increas: or diminution shall have been 
made. They shall, except in case of treason, felony or breach 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the session of 
Congress, and in going and returning from the same; and for any 
speech or debate in either House, they shall not be questioned 
in any other place. 

Sec. 16, Each House may punish, by imprisonment, dar- 
ing the session, any person not a member, who shall be guilty of 
any disrespect to the House, by any disorderly conduct in their 
presence. 

Sec. 17. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings, and publish the same, except such parts as. in iis judgment, 
require secrecy. When any three members shali desire the yeas 
and nays on any question, they shall be entered on the journals. 

Sec. l8. “Neither House, without the consent of the other, 
shall adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the two Houses may be sitting. 

Sec. 19. When vacancies happen in either House, the Ex- 
ecutive shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

Sec. 90. No bill shall become a law until it shall have 
been read on three sever;] days in each House. and passed by 
the same, unless, in cases of emergency, two-thirds of the mem- 
bers of the House where the bill originated shall deem it expe- 

‘dient to dispense with the rule. 

Sec. 91. After a bill shall have been rejected. no billcon- 
taining the same substanceshall be passed into a law during the 
Same Session. 

Sec. 92. The style of the laws of the Republic shall be, 
© Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled." 

See. 29. No person holding an office of profit under the 
Government shall be eligible to a seat in either House of Con- 
gress, nor shall any member of either House be eligible to any 
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office which may be created, or the profits of which shall be in- 
creased during his ierm of service, 

Sec. 24. No holder of public moneys, or collector thercof, 
shall be eligible to a seat in either House of Congress, until he 
shall have fully acquitted himself of all responsibility, and shall 

roduce the proper officer's receipt thereof. Members of cither 
House may protest against any act or resolution, and may have 
such protest entered on the journals of their respective Houses. 

Sec. 25. No money shall be drawn from the public trea- 
sary but in strict accordance with appropriations made by law; 
and no appropriations shall be made for private or local pur- 
poses, unless two-thirds of each House concur in such appropria- 
tions. 

Sec. 96. Every act of congress shall be approved and 
signed by the President before it becomes a law; but if the 
President will not approve and sign such act, he shall return it 
to the House in which it shall have originated, with his reasons 
for notapproving the same, which shall be spread upon the jour- 
nals of such House, and the bill shall then be reconsidered, and 
shall not become a law unless it shall then pass by a vote of two- 
thirds of both Houses. If any act shall be disapproved by the 
President, the vote on the reconsideration shall be recorded by 
ayes aud noes.” If the President shall fail to return a bill within 
five days (Sundays excepted) afterit shall have been presented 
for his approval and signature, the same shall become a law, un- 
less the Congress prevent its return within the time above speci- 
fied by adjournment. 

Sec, 27. All bills acts, orders, or resolutions, to which 
the concurrence of both Houses may be necessary, (motions or 
resclutions for adjournment excepted,) shall be approved and 
signed by the President, or being disapproved, shall be passed 
by two-thirds of both Houses, in manner and form as specified 
in section twenty. 

ARTICLE I. 


Sec. I. Congress shall have power to levy and collect 
taxes and imposts, excise and tonage duties, to borrow money on 
the faith. credit and property of the Government, to pay the 
debts and to provide for the common defence an] general wel- 
fare of the Republic, 

Sec. 2. To regulate commerce,to coin money, to regulate 
the value thereof and of foreign coin, to fix the standard of 
weights and measures, but nothing but gold and silver shall be 
made a lawful tender. : ۰ 
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See. 3, To establish post offices and post roads, to grant 
charters of incorporation. patents, and copy-righis, and secure 
to the authors and inventors ihe exclusive use thereof for a limi- 
ted time. 

Seo. 4, ‘To declare war, grant letter of marque' and re- 
prisal, and to regulate captures. 

Soc. 9. To provide and maintain an army and navy; and 
to make all laws and regulations necessary for their Govern- 
ment. 

Sce. 6. To call out the militia to execute the law, to sup- 
press insurrections and repel iavasion. ` 

Sro. 7. To make all laws which shall be deemed necessa» 
ry and proper to carry into effect tbe foregoing express grants 
of power, and all other powers vested in the Government of 
the Republic, or in any ollicer or department thereof. 


ARTICLE III. 


Suc. l. The Executive authority of this Government shall 
be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall be styled The Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Texas. 

Sco. 2, The first President elected by the people shall 
hvid his office for the term of two years, and shall be ineligible 
during the next succeeding term; and all subsequent Presidents 
shali be elected for three years, and be alike ineligible; and in 
the event of e tie, the Hove of Represt‘atives shall determine 
between the two highest ciadidates by # Tard, voce vote. 

Sec. 3. The returns of the electi '5 for rresident and 
Vice President shall besealed up and trahamitred to the Speak- 
er of ihe House of Representatives, by the holders of elections 
of each county; and ihe Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives shall open and publish the returns in presence of a major- 
ity of cach House of Congress. 


ARTICLE IY. 


Sec. l. The Judicial powers of the Government shall be 
vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the 
Congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The 
judges of the supreme and inferior courts shall hold their offices 
for four years, be eligible to re-election, and shall, at stated pe- 
Fiods, receive for their services a compensation noi to be in- 
pm or diminished during the period for which they were 
elected. 

Sec. 2%. The Republic of Texas shall be divided into con- 
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venient judicial districts, not less than three nor more than eight. 
There shall be appointed for each district, a judge, who shall re- 
side in the same, and hold the courts at such times and places as 
Congress may by law direct. 

Src. 9. In all admiralty and maritime cases, in all cases 
affecting ambassadors, publie ministers or consuls, and in all cap- 
ital cases, the district courts shall have exclusive origina] juris- 
diction, and original jurisdiction in all civil cases when the mat- 
ter in'contréversy amounts to one hundred dollars. 

See. 4, The jüdges, by virtue of their offices, shall he 
conservators of ihe peace, throughout the Republic. "The style 
of all process shall be, “Lhe Republic of Texas; and all prose- 
cutions shall be carried on in the name and by the authority of 
the same, and conclude, “against the peace and dignity of the 
Republic.” 

Src, 5. Phere shall be a district atlomey appointed for 
each district, whose duties, salaries, perquisites and term of ser- 
vice shall be fixed by law. IE ¢ 

Sec, 0. The clerks of the district courts shall be elected 
by the qualified voters for members of congress in the counties 
where the courts are established, and shall hold their offices for 
four years, subject to removal by presentment of a grand jury, 
and conviction of a p. i iu 

Nec. 7 "Phe «ipei suit shall consist of a chief justice 
aad assoc uty BuU Qd Grief judges shall compose the asso- 
ex^ pc? or doo cof (ss. with the chief justice, shall 
eonsütui. ^ «^ d, 

See. S Che supreme „vart shall have appellat» jurisdic- 
tion only, which shall be conclusive, within the limits of the 
republic; and shall hold its sessions annually at such times and 
places as may be fixed by law; provided, that no judge shall sit in 
2 case in the supreme ceurt, tried by liim in the court below. 

Sec, 9, The judges of the supreme and district courts, 
shall be elected by joint ballot of both houses of congress, — 

Sec, 10. There shall be in each county, a county cour, 
and such justices’ courts as the congress may, from time to time, 
establish, 

Sec, Il. The republic shall be divided into convenient 
counties, but no new county shall be established unless it be 
done on the petition of one hundred free male inhabitants of the 
the territory sought to be laid off and established, and unless the 
said territory shall contain nine hundred square miles. | 
‘ See. 12. There shail be appointed for each county, a con- 
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venient number of justices of the peace, one sheriff, one coroner, 
and a sufficient number of constables, who shall hold their offices 
for two years, to be elected by the qualified voters of the district 
or county, as congress may direct. Justices of the peace and 
sheriffs shall be commissioned by the president. 

Src. 13. The congress shall, as early as practicable, intro- 
duce, by statute, the common law of England, with such modi- 
fications as our circumstances, in their judgment, may require; 
and in all criminal cases, the common law shall be the rule of 
decision. , 

` ARTICLE V. 

Src. l. Ministers of the gospel being, by their profession, 
dedicated to God and the care of souls, ought not to be diverted 
from the great duties of their functions; therefore, no minister 
of the gospel, or priest of any denomination whatever, shall be 
eligible to the office of the executive of the republic, nor to a 
seat in either branch of@jhe-congress of the same. 

Sec. 9. Each member öf the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives shall, hefore they proceed to business, take an oath to 
support the constitution, as follows: 

«i, A, B., do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) 
that, as a member of this general congress, I will support the 
constitution of the republic, and that Y will not propose or assent 
to any bill, vote, or resolution, which shall appear to me injuri- 
ous to the people.” 

Sze. 2. Every person who shall be chosen or appointed 
to any office of trust or profit shall, before entering on the 
duties thereof, take an oath to support the constitution of the 
' republic, and also an oath of office. 


" = ARTICLE VI. 
` Ske. l. No person shall be eligible to the office of presi- 
dent who shall not have attamed the age of thirty-five years, . 
shall bez citizen of the republic at the time of the adoption of 
this constitution, or an inhabitant of this republic at least three 
years immediately preceding his election. 

Sec. 2, "Phe president shall enter on the duties of his 
office on ihe second Monday in December nextsucceeding his 
election, and shall remain in office until his successor shall be 
duly qualified. 

Src. 3. The president shall, at stated times, receive a 
compensation for his services, which shall not be increased or 
diminished during his continuance in offices and before entering 
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upon the duties of his office, he shall take and subscribe the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation: “I, A, B., president of the republic 
of Texas, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm, as the case 
may be) that I will faithfully execute the duties of my office, and 
to the best of my abilities preserve, protect, and defend the con- 
stitution of the Republic. 

Src. 4. He shall be commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy of the republic, and militia thereof, but he shall not com- 
mand in person without the authority of a resolution of congress. 
He shall haye power to remit fines and forfeitures, and to grant 
reprieves and pardons, except in cases of impeachment. 

Sec. 5. He shall, with the advice and consent of two-thirds 
of the senate, make treaties; and with the consent of the senate, 
appoint ministers and consuls, and all officers whose offices are 
established by this constitution, not herein otherwise provided for. 

Src. 6. The president shall have power to fill all vacan- 
cies that may happen during the recess of the senate; but he 
shall report the same to the senate within ten days after the 
next congress shall convene; and should the senate reject the 
same, the president shall not re-nominate the same individual to 
the same office. 

Sec. 7. He shall, from time to time, give congress infor- 
mation of the state of the republic, and recommend for their 
consideration, such measures as he may deem necessary. He 
may, upon extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, or 
either of them. In the event of a disagreement as to the time 
of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he may 
think proper. He shall receive all foreign ministers. He shall 
sec that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all 
the officers of the republic. i 

Src. 8. "There shall be a. seal of the republic which shall 
be kept by the president and used by him officially; it shall be 
valled the great seal of the republic of Texas. 

SEC, 9. All grants and commissions shall be in the name, 
and by the authority of the republic of Texas, shall be sealed 
with the great seal, and signed by the president. 

Sec. 10. The president shall have power, by and with _ 
the advice and consent of the senate, to appoint a secretary of 
state and such other heads of executive departments as may be 
established by law, who shall remain in office during the term of 
service of the president, unless sooner removed by the president, 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Sec. ll. Every citizen of the republic who has attained 


AR 


tlic age of twenty-one years, and shall have resided six monti 
within the district or county where the election is held, shall be 
entitled to vote for members of the general congress. i 

Sec. 12. All elections snall be by ballot, unless congress 
shall otherwise direct. 

Sec. 13. All elections by joint vote of both houses of con- 
gress shall be viva voce, shall be entered on the journals, and a 
majority of the votes shall be necessary to a choice. 

Scc, l4. A vice president shall be chosen at every election 
for president, in the same manner, continue in office for the same 
time, and shall possess tue same qualifications of the president. 
In voting for president and vice president, the electors shail dis- 
tinguish for whom they vote as president, and for whom as vice 
presidert. 

Src. 15. In cases of impeachment, removal from office, 
death, resignation, or absence of the presicent from the republic, 
the vice president shall exercise the powers and discharge the 
duties of the president undla successor be duly qualified, or until 
the president, who may be absent or impeached, shall return or 
be acquitted. 

Sec. 16. The president, vice president, and all civil off- 
cers of the republic, shail be removable from office by impeach- 
ment for, and on conviction of, ireason, bribery, and other high 
crimes and misdemeanors, ۱ 
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Src. I. That no inconvenience may arise from the adop- 
iion of this constitution, it is declared by this convention that alf 
laws now in force in Texas, and not inconsistent with this con- 
stitution, shall remain in full force until declared void, repealed, 
altered, or expire by their own limitation. 

Sec. 9. All fines, penalties, forfeitures, and escheats, which 
have accrucd to Coahuila and Texas, or Texas, shall accrue to 
this Republic. 

Sec. 3. Every male citizen, who is, by this constitution, a 
citizen, and shall be otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to hold 
any office or place of honor, trust, or profit under the republic, 
any thing in this constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. d. The first president and vice president that shall 
be appointed after the adoption of tbis constitution, shall be 
chosen by this convention, and shall immediately enier on the 
duties of their offices, and shall hold said offices until their suc- 
cessors be elected and qualified, as prescribed in this constitution, 
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atid-shall have thc samo qualifications, be invested with the same 
powers, and perform the same duties which are required and 
conferred on the executive head of the republic by this consti- 
tution. 

Snc. & The president shall issue writs of election directed 
to the officers authorized to hold elections of the several coun- 
ties, requiring them to cause an election to be held for president, 
vice president, representatives and senators to congress, at the 
time and mode prescribed by this constitution, which election 
shall be conducted in the manner that elections have been here 
tofore conducted. ‘The president, vice president, and members 
of congress, when duly elected, shall continue to discharge ie 
duiics of their respective offices for ihe time «nd manner pre- 
e by this constitution, until their successors be duly quali- 

ed. 

Sec. 6. Until ihe first enumeration shall be made, as 
directed’ by this constitution, the precinct of Austin shall be 
entitled to one representative; the precinct of Brazoria to two 
representatives; the precinct of Bexar two representatives; the 
precinct of Colorado one representative; Sabine one; Gonzales 
one; Goliad one; Harrisburg one; Jasper one; Jefferson one; 
Liberty one; Matagorda one; Mina two; Nacogdoches two; 
Red river three; Victoria one; San Augustine two; Shelby two; 
Refugio one; San Patricio ones; Washington two; Milam one; 
and Jackson one representative. . 

Sec. 7. Until the first enumeration shall be made, as 
described by this constitution, the senatorial districts shall be 
composed of the following precincts: Bexar shall be entitled to 
one senator; San Patricio, Refugio and Goliad one; Brazoria 
one; Mina and Gonzales one; Nacogdoches one; Red river one; 
Shelby and Sabine one; Washington one; Matagorda, Jackson 
and Victoria one; Austin and Colorado one; San Augustine one; 
Milam one; Jasper and Jefferson ones and Liberty and Harris- 
burg one senator, 

Sec. S. Al judges, sheriffs, commissioners, and other civil 
officers shall remain in office, and in thedischarge of the powers 
and duties of their respectivo offices, until there shall be others- 
appointed or elected under the constitution. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


Sec. 1. Laws shall be made to exclude from office, from 
the right of suffrage, and from serving on juries, those who shall 


hereafter be convicted of bribery, perjury, or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 
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Src. 9, Returns of all elections for oflicers who are to be 
commissioned by the president, shall be made to the secretary 
of state of this republic. 

Sec. 3. The presidents and heads of departments shall 
keep their offices at the sent of government, unless removed by 
the permission of congress, or unless in cases of emergency in 
time of war, the public interest may require their removal. 

Snc. 4. The president shall make use of his private seal 
until a seal of the republic shall be provided. > 

See, 9. H shall be the duty of congress, as soon as cir- 
cumstances will permit, to provide by law, a general system of 
education. 

Sec. Û. All free white persons who shall emigrate to this 
d and who shall alter a residence of six months, make 
oath before some competent authority that he intends to reside 
permanently in the same, and shall swear to support this con- 
stitution, and that he will bear true allegiance to the republic of 
Texas, shall be entitled to all the privileges of cilizenship. 

Suc. 7. So soon as convenience will permit, there shall be 
a penal code formed, on principles of reformation, and not of 
vindictive justice; and tbe civil and criminal laws shall be 
revised, digested and arranged under different heads; and all 
laws relating to land titles shall be translated, revised and pro- 
muigated. 

Suc. 8, All persons who shall leave the country for the 
purpose of evading a participation in the present struggle, or 
shall refuse to participate in it, or shall give aid or assistance to 
the present enemy, shall forfcit all rights of citizenship and such 
lands as they may hold in the republic. 

Soc. 9. All persons of color who were slaves for life pre- 
vious to their emigration to Texas, and who are now held in 
bondage, shall remain ia the lik estate of servitude: provided, the 
said slave shall be the bona fide property of the person so hold- 
ing said slave as aforesaid, Congress shall pass no laws to pro- 
hibit emigrants from bringing their slaves into the republic 
with them, and holding them by the same tenure by which such 
slaves were held in the United States; nor shall congress have 
power to emancipate slaves; nor shall any slave holder be 
allowed to emancipate his or her slave or slaves without the con- 
sent of congress, unless he or she shall send his or her slave or 
slaves without the limits of the republic. No free person of 
African descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitted to 
reside permanently in the republie, without the consent of con- 
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gress; and ibe importation or udmission of Africans or negroes 
into this republic, excepting from tho United States of America, 
is forever prohibited, and declared to be piracy. 

. Sco. 10. All persons, (Africans, ihe descendaats of Afri- 
cans, and Indians excepted.) who were residing in Texas on the 
day of the declaration of independence, shall be considered 
citizens of the republic, and entided to all the privileges of such. 
All citizens now living in Texas, who have not received their 
portion of land, in like manner as colonists, shall be entitled io 
their land in the following proportion and manner: Every head 
of a family shall be entitled to one league and labor of land; 
and every single man of the age of seventeen and upwards, 
shall be entitled to the third part of one league of land, All 
citizens who may have, previously to the adoption of this consti- 
tution, received their league of land as heads of families, and 
their quarter of a league of land as single persons, shall receive 
such additional quantity as will make the quantity of land 
received by them equal to one league and Jabor, and and one- 
third of a icague, unless by bargain, sale, or exchange, they 
have transferred or may henceforth transfer their right to said 
land, or a portion thereof, to some other citizen of the republic; 
and in such case the person to whom such right shall have becn 
transferred, shall be entitled to the same, as fully and amply as 
the person making the transfer might or could have been.— 
No alien shall hold land in Texas, except by titles emanating 
directly from the government of this republic. But if any 

citizen of this republic should dic intestate or otherwise, his chil- 
dren or heirs shail inherit his estate, and aliens shall have a rea- 

sonable time to take possession of, and dispose of the same, in a 

; manner hereafter to be pointed out by law. Orphan children, 

| whose parents were entitled to land under the colonization law 

of Mexico, and who now reside in the republic, shall be entitled 

to all the rights of which their parents were possessed at the 

time of their death. The citizens of the republic shall not be 

compelled to reside on the land, but shall have their lines plainly 

marked. 

All orders of survey legally obtained by any citizen of the 
republic, from any legally authorized commissioner, prior to the 
act of the late consultation closing the land offices, shall be 
valid. In all cases the actual settler and occupant of the soil 
shall be entitled, in locating his land, to include his improvement, 
in preference to all other claims not acquired previous to his 
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settlement, according to the law of the land uni this constitu» 
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tion; provided, that nothing herein contained thall prejudice the 
rights of any citizen from whom a settler may hold land by rent 
or lease. 

And whereas the protection of the public domain from 
unjust and fraudulent claims, and quieting the people in the 
enjoyment of their lands, is one of the great duties of this con- 
vention: and whereas ihe legislature of Coahuila and Texas 
having passed an act in the ycar eighteen hundred and thirty- 
four, in behalf of general John T. Mason, of New York, and 
another on the fourteenth day o1 March, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five, under which the enormous amount of eleven hundred 
leagues of land has been claimed by sundry individuals, some of 
whom reside in foreign countries, and are not citizens of the 
republic, which said acts are contrary to articles fourth, twelfth, 
and fifteenth of the laws of cighteen hundred and twenty-four, 
of the general congress of Mexico, and one of said acts, for that 
cause has, by said general congress of Mexico, been declared 
null and void: It is hereby declared thatthe said act of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-four, in favor of John T. Mason, and of the 
fourteenth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty five, of the 
said legislature of Coahuila and Texas, and each and every 
grant founded thereon, is, and was from the beginning, null and 
void: and all surveys made under pretence of authority derived 
from said acts are hereby declared to be null and void; and all 
eleven league claims, located within twenty leagues of the boun- 
dary line between Texas and the United States of America, 
which have been located contrary to the laws of Mexico, are 
hereby declared to be null and void: and whereas many surveys 
and titles to lands have been made whilst most of the people of 
Texas were absent from home, serving in the campaign against 
Bexar, it is hereby declared that all the surveys and locations of 
land made since the act of the late consultation closing the:Jand 
offices, and all titles to land made since that time, are, and shall 
be null and void, 

And whereas the present unsettled state ofthe country and 
the general welfare of the people demand that the operations 
of the land office, and the whole land system shall be suspended 
until persons serving in the army can have a fair and equal 
chance with those remaining at home to select and locate their 
lands, it is hereby declared, that no survey or title which ma 
hereafter be made shall be valid, unless such survey or title shall 
be autherized by this convention, or some future congress of the 
republic. And with a view to the simplification of the land 
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system, and thé protection of the people and the government 
from litigation and fraud, a general land office shall be estab- 
lished, where all the land titles of the republic shall be register- 
ed, and the whole territory of the republic shall be sectionised, 
ina manner hereafter to be prescribed by law, which shall ena- 
ble the officers of the government or any citizen, to ascertain 
with certainty the lands that are vacant, and those lards which 
may bo covered by valid titles. 

Sec. 11. Any amendment or amendments to this constitu- 
tion, may be proposed in the house of representatives or senate, 
and if the same shall be agreed to by a majority of the members 
elected to cach of the two houses, such proposed amendment or 
amendments shall be entered on the journals, with the yeas and 
nays thereon, and referred to the congress then next to be cho- 
sen, and shall be published for three months previous to the elec- 
tion; and if the congress next chosen as aforesaid, shall pass saíd 
amendment or amendments by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
members elected to each house, then it shall he the duty of said 
congress to submit said propgsed amendment or amendments 
to the people, in such manner and at euch times as the con- 
gress shall prescribe; and if the people shall approve and ratify 
such amendment or amendments by a majority of the electors 
qualified to vote for members of congress voting thereon, such. 
amendment or amendments shall become a part of this constitu- 
tion: Provided, however, that no amendment or amendments be. 
referred to the people oftener than once in three years. 


DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


This declaration of rights is declared to be a part of this 
constitution, and shall never be violated on any pretence what- 
ever. And in order to guard against the transgression of the 
high powers which we have delegated, we declare that every 
thing in this bill of rights contained, and every other right not 
hereby delegated, is reserved to the people. 

First. All men, when they form a social compact, have 
equal rights, and no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive 
public privileges or emoluments from the community. ۱ 

Second. All political power is inherent in the people, and 
all free governments are founded on their authority, and institu- 
ted for their benefit; and they have at all times an inalienable ' 
right to alter their government in such manner as they may think 
proper. 
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Third. No preference shall be given by law to any reli- 
gious denomination or mode of worship over another, but every 
person shall be permitted to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of his own conscience. 

Fourth. Every citizen shall be at liberty to speak, write, 
or publish his opinions on any subject, being responsible for the 
abuse of that privilege. No law shall ever be passed to curtail 
the liberty of speech or of the press; andin all prosecutions for 
libels, the truth may be given in evidence, and ihe jury shall 
have the right to determine the law and fact,under the direction 
of the court. 

Fifth. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers and possessions, from diynreasonable searches or seiz- 
ures, and no warrant shall issue to Search any place or seize any 
person or thing, without describing the place to be searched or 
the person or thing to be seized, without probable cause, suppor- 
ted by oath or affirmation. 

Sixth. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have 
the right of being heard, by himself, or counsel, or both; he shall 
have the right to demand the nature and cause of the aecusa- 
tion, shall be confronted with the wiinesses against him, and have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor. Andin 
all prosecutions by presentment or indictment, he shall have the 
right to a speedy and public trial, By an impartial jury; he shall 
not be compelled to give evidence against himself, or be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, but by due course of law. And no 
freema-; shall be holden to answer for any criminal charge, but 
on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, except in the land 
and naval forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time 
of war or public danger, or in cases of impeachment. 

Seventh. No citizen shall be deprived of privileges, out- 
lawed, exiled, or in any manner disfranchised, except by due 
course of the law of the land. 

Eighth. No title of nobility, hereditary privileges or hon- 
ors, shall ever be granted or conferred in this republic. No per- 
son holding any oilice of profit or trust shall, without the consent 
of congress, receive from any foreign state any present, office, 
or emolument, of any kind. 

Ninth. Ne person, for the same offence, shall be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limbs. And the right of trial by jury shall 
remain inviolate. 

Tenth. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient security, 
unless for capital crimes, when the proof is evident or presump- 
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tion strong: and the privilege of the writ of “habeas corpus" 
shall not be suspended, except in case of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it. 

Eleventh. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces- 
sive tines imposed, or cruel or unusual punishments inflicted. All 
courts shall be open, and every man for any injury done him in 
his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy by due 
course of law. 

Twelfth. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in conse- 
quence of inability to pay. 

Thirteenth, Noperson’s particular servicesshall bé deman- 
ded, nor property taken or applied to public use. unless by the 
consent of him.elf or his representative, without just compensa- 
tion being made therefor according to law. 

Fourteenth. Every citizen shall have the right to bear 
armsin defence o£ himself and the republic. The military shall 
at all times and in all cases be subordinate to the civil power. 

Fifteenth. The sure and certain defence of a free people 
is a well regulated militia; and it shall be the duty of the legisla- 
ture to enact such laws as may be necessary to the organizing 
of the militia of this republic. 

Sixteenth. Treason against this republic shall consist only 
in levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them 
aid and support. No retrospective or ex-post facto law, or laws 
impairing the obligations of contracts, shall be made. 

Sevehicenth. Perpetuities or monopolies are contrary io 
the genius of a free government, and shall not be allowed; nor 
shall the law of primogeniture or entailments ever be in force in 
this republic. 

The foregoing constitution was unanimously adopted by the 
delegates of Texas, in convention assembied, at the town of 
Washington, on the seventeenth day of March,in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the Republic, the first year. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names. 

RICHARD ELLIS, 
President and Delegate from Red River. 
Arperr H. S. Kiwere, Secretary. 
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C. B. Stewart, John S. Roberis, 
James Collinsworth, Robert Hamilton, 
Edwin Waller, Collin McKinney, 
A. Brigham, A. H. Latimore, 
John S. D. Byrom, James Power, 


Francis Ruis, 

J. Antonio Navarro, 
William D. Lacy, 
William Menifee, 
John Fisher, 
Matthew Caldwell, 
William Motley, 
Lorenzo de Zavala, 
George W. Smyth, 
Stephen H. Everett, 
Eljah Stepp, 
Claiborne West, 
William B. Leates, 
M. B. Menard, 

A. B. Hardin, 

John W. Bunton, 
Thomas J. Gazley, 
R. M. Coleman, 


Sterling C. Robertson. 


George C. Childress, 
Boily Hardiman, 
Robert Potter, 
Charles Taylor, 
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Sam. Houston, 

Edward Conrad, 

Martin Palmer, 

James Gaines, 

William Clark, jun., 

Sydney O. Pennington, 

Samuel P. Carson, 

Thomas J. Rusk, 

William C. Crawford, 

John Turner, 

Benjamin Briggs Goodrich, 
James G. Swisher, 

George W. Barnet, 

Jesse Grimes. 

E. O. Legrand, 

David Thomas, 

S. Rhoads Fishen 

John W. Bower. 

J, B. Woods, Tay 
J. W. Briscoe, 
Thomas Barnett, 
Jesse B. Badgeit, 
Stephen W. Blount. 


I do hereby certify that I have carefully compared the 


foregoing Constitution, and find it to be a true copy from the 
original filed in the archives of the Convention. ; 
Given under my hand, this 17th day of March, 1836. 
Attest: H. S. KIMBLE, 


Secretary of the Contention: 


